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Lowell Library’s 

Emancipation Marathon

Pollard Memorial Library

401 Merrimack Street, Lowell

www.pollardml.org MH

Saturday, May 15, 

10:00 am–4:00 pm

Lincoln for the Ages 

President Lincoln (Phillip 

Chetwynd) will talk with patrons 

throughout the day and present a 

speech on abolition at 1:00 pm. 

Don’t miss the Civil War Bake-Off 

at noon.

Tuesday, May 18, 7:00 pm

Hard-Working History: Lincoln, 

Emancipation and the Civil War 

150 Years Later 

Dr. Cathy Stanton will encourage 

audience participation in thinking 

about the changing meanings of the 

past as the Civil War’s 150th an-

niversary begins.

Wednesday, May 19, 7:00 pm

A Knot of Relations: Henry, Eliza, 

Andrew and Gustavus

Ann Fox Chandonnet will speak 

about her family and Abraham 

Lincoln’s Assistant Secretary of the 

Navy, Gustavus Vasa Fox, based on 

more than 150 recently published 

letters written during the Civil War. 

Saturday, May 22, 1:00 pm

Civil War Soldiers and Civilians

Through the use of historically cor-

rect clothing, weapons and accoutre-

ments, presenters will explain what 

daily life was like for soldiers as well 

as civilians during the Civil War.

Wednesday, May 26, 6:30 pm

Lowell Reads Lincoln Book 

Group Discussion 

Richard Howe will lead a 

discussion focusing on aspects of 

Lincoln’s life as revealed in three 

biographies.

Thursday, May 27, 6:30 pm

Screening of The Life and 

Legend of Sojourner Truth 

The � lm traces the lifelong odyssey 

of a woman who literally walked 

out of bondage, changed her name 

in 1843, and traveled the country as 

an abolitionist and women’s rights 

advocate.

Tuesday, June 1, 6:00 pm

Screening of Abe Lincoln 

in Illinois

A biographical � lm that traces Abra-

ham Lincoln’s life from the time he 

left Kentucky to his presidency.

Thursday, June 3, 7:00 pm

First Blood, Heroes and 

Baltimore: The Ladd and 

Whitney Monument

Dee Morris, author and independent 

scholar, will present the stories 

of Lowell artisan-soldiers whose 

murders in 1861 in Baltimore 

helped to galvanize Union support 

in the north. 

Saturday, June 5, 1:00 pm

Screening of Johnny Shiloh

This Disney � lm is based on the true 

story of the “Drummer Boy of Chi-

camauga,” Johnny Clem, who ran 

away from home in 1862 to enlist in 

the 22nd Michigan infantry at the 

age of 11.

Thursday, June 10, 7:00 pm

Cotton, Cloth and Confl ict: 

The Meaning of Slavery in a 

Northern Textile City

Audience participants will re-enact 

an actual historic event: an anti-

abolition meeting held in Lowell in 

the summer of 1835. 

Saturday, June 12, 1:00 pm

A Spirited Presidency: Abraham 

Lincoln and the Washington 

Spiritualists  

Dora St. Martin, independent 

scholar and author, will explore the 

role of prominent spiritualists in 

war-time Washington, D.C. and will 

try to answer the questions: was Lin-

coln a spiritualist, and did the spirits 

hold sway in the White House?

Thursday, June 17, 6:30 pm

Screening of Glory

The � lm tells the story of the 54th 

Massachusetts volunteer infantry, 

one of the � rst African American 

U.S. Army units, led by Robert 

Gould Shaw, who had to � ght preju-

dices in his own Union army as well 

as the Confederate armies.

Friday, June 21, 1:00 pm

Cotton Tales: The Story of a 

Cotton Boll’s Journey from 

Plantation to Factory to Clothing 

Using information they gather from 

maps, photos and hands-on artifacts, 

participants will “become” a boll 

of cotton. They will write and read 

aloud a short story about their 

journey from cotton plant to Lowell 

textile factory and then to slave 

clothing, mill girl dresses, corpora-

tion president’s shirts or whatever is 

chosen by the participant. Suitable 

for grades 4 and up.

Calendar submissions can be made online at 
www.masshumanities.org Funded by Mass Humanities
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Check out the online calendar 
at masshumanities.org 
for new and updated event 
listings around the state.

Southeastern
Massachusetts

Mass Audubon’s 

Birds of America series

At two locations: Allens’s 

Pond Wildlife Sanctuary, 1280 

Horseneck Road, Westport 

(APWS), and New Bedford Art 

Museum, 608 Pleasant Street, 

New Bedford (NBAM) MH 

Saturday, May 8, 

9:00–11:00 am

Mass Audubon 

Bird/Trail Walk

APWS. Cost: $5

Thursday, May 13, 8:00 pm

Audubon Lecture with 

Curator Louie Doherty

NBAM

Saturday, June 5, 2010 

1:00 pm

Screening of NOVA’s 

“Haunted Cry of a Lone 

Gone Bird”

NBAM

Thursday, June 10, 

8:00 pm

John James Audubon and 

His New Bedford Friends

NBAM

Saturday, June 12, 

9:00–11:00 am

Mass Audubon Bird/Trail 

Walk

APWS. Cost: $5

Thursday, July 8, 

6:00–8:00 pm

Sing-Along with Birds

For children and families

NBAM

Saturday, July 10, 

9:00–11:00 am

Mass Audubon 

Bird/Trail Walk

APWS. Cost: $5

Thursday, June 24, 7:00 pm

Slavery in the 21st Century

Beatrice Fermando, a former slave, will 

tell the powerful story of her capture, 

torture and escape from modern slavery. 

Born in Sri Lanka, Fermando was tricked 

into thinking she would be hired as a housemaid in Lebanon, then 

enslaved, beaten and starved until she was able to � nally � ee from 

captivity. Beatrice’s escape and recovery serve as the inspiration for 

her efforts to abolish modern day slavery through her organization, 

The Nivasa Foundation.



Explore personal narrative history from the 17th century 
to the present as it pertains to local historical organizations 
and small museums: letters, diaries, journals, oral histories, 
� nancial papers, photographs and negatives, birth and death 
records, local maps, and genealogical research, as well as 
material history with personal stories, such as houses, barns, 
tools, household items, clothing, personal items, and toys.

Ellen K. Rothman will receive the Bay State Legacy Award 
for her outstanding contributions to the interpretation and 
presentation of Massachusetts history.

The Historical Journal of Massachusetts will receive the � rst 
Mass Humanities Massachusetts History Commendation.

Keynote 
speakers Jill 
Lepore and 
Jane Kamensky, 
co-authors of the 
historical novel, 
Blindspot

masshumanities.org

66 Bridge Street, Northampton, MA 01060
masshumanities.org
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Mass History Conference

Imagining Lives
Preserving and Interpreting Personal Stories

A Conference for Massachusetts History Organizations

Monday, June 7, 9:00 am–4:00 pm
College of the Holy Cross, Worcester

Register online at masshumanities.org. Registration fee $55; 
$35 for students; $45 each if three or more register from one 
organization (discount registrations by mail only). 

Visit the Mass History Commons wiki, where you can interact with other 
attendees, participate in eRideShare for the conference, sign up for 
space in the Mass Commons room, and later fi nd the presentations from 
the sessions: masshistorycommons.wikispaces.com

Presented by Mass Humanities in partnership with:
Massachusetts Historical Society
University of Massachusetts Amherst Program in Public History
University of Massachusetts Boston Joseph P. Healey Library

Jane Kamensky, 
co-authors of the 

Sessions will engage the personal narrative from all kinds of angles: 
• Preservation of the materials (including preserving, digitizing, 
   transcribing, and editing oral history tapes)
• Exhibiting lives in context
• Programming (lives, plays, impersonations, lectures, games)
• Oral history interviewing
• Thematic or community story gathering
• Houses and their inhabitants/ the “personal” narrative 
   of a house


